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rare eveni is about (o happen! It comes only once

every seven years, so the average human sees

enly ten i a fetime! What is 07 It is the sev-

nth-year land Sabbath (Lev. 25:3-4). This vearlong

Sabbath for the land, which starts this fall (Oct. 25) 15 a rest

for those wha till the land and also for Yahweh (Ex. 23:10)

He takes a time-out too, After all, think of the enormous
mumber of hours HE puts in (o bring crops to maturity.

Since its inception, our periodical, fasighr, has contin-
wed to alert readers when this special time comes.

The sixth year the crucial preparatory year: Lev. 25:20-
221 of the Biblical seven-vear cycle began October 26, last
vear. Exactly two months later to the day, the tragic su-
nami racked the southeastern Pacific Ocean area of south-
ern Asia. Devastation of epic proportions ook tens of
thousands of lives. The world was shocked at the scale of
the camage and obliteration (see Tounami 2004 What does ir
mean? pg. 16). It was one of the worst natural disasters in
all of recorded history! This occurred in the sixrh vear of
a seven-year cycle.

Fourteen vears ago in a previous sixth year of the sep-
tennial cycle, the July-September issue of Insight alerted
readers to the seventh year amiving in October of 1991.
Several staggening evenis were reponted in that issue: “We
are noww in the last months of the sixth year of a seven-year
cycle. Up to this point the sixth year has been very eventful:
the beginning and ending of the Persian Gulf War, reunifica-
tion of East and West Germany. ..a militanyKGB coup in the
soviet Union deposing Soviet President Mikhail Gorbach-
eyl] Al this in the sixth vear!™ (fnsight, July-Sept., 1991 p. 1)

When the following sabbatical seventh vear (1991-
1992) was not observed as required (no sowing crops or
gardens), a US record was set for the twenticth century
when insured losses due to natural disasters hit the 510
Billion mark! (fnsight, Oct, 1992, p. 10,

Seven vears ago in the sixth year, the March 1998 1s5ue
of fnsight again alerted readers of the October 1998 arrival
of the seventh year land Sabbath, 1998-1999. True to form,
the sixth year, prior o the crucial sabbatical seventh vear,
gol the world’s attention with an unprecedented global
economic meftdown (Insight, Sept., 1998; pp. 10-12)! Nation
after nation was plunged into economic chaos through
state bankruptcy (Russia), record debt (Japan: $1.5 rril-
fiowe, Brazil: 3800 billion), currency devaluation (Malay-

From the Editor: Gary C. Miller

sian ringnir; down 37 percent; Indonesian rupich: down
£3 percent, etc.), and stock market crashes, Prompted by
the economic maelstrom sweeping the nations’, Japanese
Wice Finance Minister, Eisude Sakakibara, stated, =.. . This
is a crisis of global capitalism.” (Insight, Sept., 1998; p. 1L

Interestingly, the 1998 economic devastation all started
in Asia, the general arca where, seven years later in an-
other sixth year, the tsunami struck last December 20044 !

Alzo, in 1998, there was a constant expeciancy of war
with Iraq, and the lingering dark cloud over the Clinton
administration made his impeachment seem inevitable.

Nature also put on an unusual show in the 1998 sixth
year, when the 13-vear and 1 7-year cicadas bori returned
for the first time in duo since a previous sixih yearin 1754-
1755...242 vears prior. The dizzying seres of exceptional
events looked like they would never end!

What we are seecing in the sixth year is an escalation
in the severity and scope of calamities as they shift to
more and more nations impacted nearly simultaneously,
Momentous events, staggering urns in national directions
will continue to happen—so long as people continue 1o ig-
nore the inexorable seventh-year law of land rest.

The seven-year Sabbatical cycle is ot just a figment
of someone™s imagination, a religious relic of a bygone
era of “Old Testament™ davs, It is, rather, an active LAW
governing land usage.

Notice the consequences of breaking the law of the
land Sabbath: I [Yahweh] will bring the land imfo desola-
bon... Then shall the land enjoy her Sabbaths, as fong as it
fies desalate. . becawuse it did not rest in your Sabbaths when
vou dwelled upon 1" iLev. 26:32, 34-35). Are hundreds of
square miles of southeastern Asian and Indonesian coast-
lines lying desolate in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami?
Is this a figment of someone’s imagination? Hardly! Did
those once living there keep previous land Sabbaths?

The world needs some good news! The good news is
that there is a way to avoid decimation of the land. But
who tells the truth of the way that leads to peace and free-
dom from the deadly consequences of breaking such laws
as the land Sabbath requirements? Part of ICY's mission is
to bring this message of hope and salvation to a world that
has largely lost its way and gropes in spiritual darkness, If
vou are involved with produce of the land, Oct. 235, 2005
o Oct. 26, 2006 is vour year to rest. Will vou? =ICY

INSIGHT - May 2005 | 3




Passover: W&y when

WHY ?

Passover is @ pivotal Holy
Season, Initially founded 1o
release some 1.5 million Israel-

ites plus a ‘mixed multuiede” of fmends
{Fx. 12:37) from slavery, it remains o
this day a “shadow of things to come™
(Col, 2;16).

In the process of [reeing Israclite
slaves, Yahweh exercised judgment
on the false deities of the Egypltian
Pharachist government.

He also destroyed the building
blocks of the governmental system by
killing all their firsthorn. Egypt has
never recovered. The pyramids are to-
day mute testimony 1o a former glory
she has never duplicated.

The firstborn sons are to rule. It is
a law (11 Chr, 21:3), and Pharaoh him-
self, not being a firstborn (Ex. 12:30),
did not have a legal nght to the throne
of Egypt.

Present Observance

In our present time we ohserve the
Passover as a memornial of that great
event (Ex. 12:24-27), ALSO, Yahshua
as our Passover was a sacrifice for our
sins and by keeping the Passover we
show His death until He retumns. This is
done on Passover by drinking the cup
(Hiz Mood) and eating the unleavened
bread (His body) duning the Passover
meeal (Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:224-26).

Yahshua also showed a deeper sig-
nighicance of eating unleavened bread
and drinking the wine during the Pass-
OVEr Supper.

Look at His amazing statements:
He emphasized that =,.. Except you eat
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink

his blood you have no Iife in you”™ (ohn
G: 53],

He goes even funher o show the
basis for gaining efernal e itself is
found in pantaking of the Passover
bread and cup! Notice this startling
Jundamental fruth; “Whoso eals my
flesh, and drinks my blood, has sternal
fiie: and | will raise him up at the st
day {v. 54}, _he that eafs of this bread
shall live forever” (v, 58).

Actually, this process continues fior
seven days since unleavened bread
must be eaten during a seven-day pe-
rod (Ex. 12:15) of the Passover feast.

WHEN ?

Now that the lasting significance of
the seven-day Passover Festival has
been shown, we can see the monu-
mental importance of observing it at
the cormmect time,

If we do not take the Passover ar
the correct fime, eating the unleav-
ened bread and dnnking the wine do
nol count—nda matter how sincere wi
may be: “But in vain they do worship
me, teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men™ (Matt 1519,

Passover 1s on the 14th of Abib

The Passover is the fourtcenth day
of Ahib, the first month of the year:
“Ardd in the fourteenth day of the first
maonth is the Passover (Num, 28:16; See
also Low, 23:5: Ezk. 45:21; Fzra 6199, This
clear unambiguous fact could not be
more certain.

Nowhere does the Bible mention
ithe fifteenth day of the month when
referring (o the Passover. It sayvs “in”
or “on” the 14th; never the 15th.

Neat, the fourteenth day of the first
month is an annual Sabbath in which
a Holy convocation must be held.

Also, the Passover memonal sup-
per is to be held in the evening of the

14th; “And the children of lsrael.. kept
the Passover ON the fourteenth day of
the month af evening” (Heb. ba ‘ere, “at
evening —slariing al sundowm: Lew, 22:6-
7i _unclean until evening...and whien
the: sum is down he shall be clean, . ")

Yahshua came with His disciples st
evening: “And in the evening he comes
with the twelve” (Mark 14:17). This refers
1o the time afer sunset: “And at even,
whien the sun did set,..” (Mark 1:33),

Diespite these immovable facts some
say the Passover is on the 1 5th day of the
first month. They reach this conclusion
by first correctly stating that Passover
is in the evening af the end of the 14th
day—which ir is! (See the bookle The
Scriptural Weekly Sabbath i NOT from
Sunset-to-Sunsel, pp. 25-27, 34-36.)

But this fact 15 confounded by their
wrong understanding of when the
Scripural day begins.

Falsely assuming Biblical days fe-
gin in the evening, places their Pass-
over on the 15th day of the month.
Again, we know Scripture never says
the Passover is on the 1 5th, but on the
14th only.

This problem is resolved by ihe
truth that the Scriptural days begin
early in the moming before sunrise
and end about an hour or more after
sundown as darkness sets in.

The first Biblical hour of the 14th
day of the first month starts at early
dawn before sunrise, and the 14th day
eiuds as the twelfith hour expires long
after sundown as darkness prevails,

The Passover memoral 15, there-
fore, on the J4th, and in the evening,
Jjust as the Bible requires.

Passover is the Day before the
Full Moon

An additional critical requirement
for keeping the Passover, is observing
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it at the proper time of the month,

The Bible clearly directs us to ob-
serve the Passover on the 14th day of
the month.

However, we most know what
||'.I'.|'I'.|'J.'i4r u_." the moon coincides with the
14th day of the month

There is a Scripture which rells us
precisely that! Tum to Psalms 81:3.
This verse when comectly translated
shows the proper moon phase.

As we read this translation we musi
bear in mind the Masoretic Hebrew
Text has all letters pushed together
with mo punciuation, no capitalizo-
tion, no word divisions, na upper or
lower case, no chapiers and no verses,
The translators of published transla-
tions (RS KM NIV etc.) are giving
the reader their view of the intended
break in thought, and any puncluation
they feel that view necessitates.

We shiould further bear in mind, that
Hebrew has no special words for the
Ernglish verhs am, are or (5, bul are (o
be understood by the contexi.

Given these facts, using the cor
rect prepositions, not supplying the
definite article (‘the’) and conjunctions
arbitrarily, here is the literal Hebrew
translation of Pea. B1:3: “Blow at new
moon |chodesh] ram’s horn [shofar].
At FULL MOOM [keseh|, at [or ‘in']
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day, is pilgrim feast.”

Translations (RSV, KN NWT. RSV
Moffat, etc.) take great liberties in
translating this verse in a Manner ok
Justified either by the literal Hebrew
ner by Hhe context

By the word order, "Blow at new
moon a shofar,” Yahweh clearly sepa-
rates this acf related only o the new
moent, from the defimition which fol-
lows it: “At full moon, at day, is [our]
pilgrim feast.” He specifies, “at day™ (it
is to be observed in the day or light),
for this feast which was character-
ized by a daytime pilgnmage (BDE, p
2900 A pilgimage is a long journey.
Continuing: “As a statute to lsrael this
Iwas] an ordimance by Elohim of Jacob
[v, 41, A testimony with Joseph he set
it when be went out over Egypt. A lip
not did | understand, | heard (v 50 |
turned away fram burden his shoulder,
his palms from bricks” (v. &)

Motice here the statute or ordinance
e fergel of the pilgrimage feast at the
Jull moon was given when Joseph (ls-
rael, Psa. BO:1) went out of Egypl. Is-
racl left a people of strange language
and was relieved from making bricks
(BOR, . Ve,

Ouestion:  When did Israel go out
of Egypt, out of bondage from heavy
burdens in a pilgrimage?

HoLy DAYS
{gmil related alvsoers anees)

A

Passover Sabbaths. . Apr, 2

Fassover Ssupper nezl

Fieast of Unleavened Bre;
(U nleavened Dread cate

AT, 22 ko sunset

Whavesheal Oilered....

Anrswer: “And they [lsrael] departed
frorm Ramseies in e first month o the
fifteenth day of the first month; on the
micrroes after the Passoreer the children of
Israel went out with an high hard in the
sight of all the Egyptians™ (Num. 33:3),

These verses in Psalms 81:3-6 and
Numbers 33:3 are conclusive proof
the I5th day of the first month is at
the day of the full moan.

Consequently, the Passover, the
14th day of the first month, is the day
Before the full moon.

Counting backwards, we can eas-
ily see the first day of the month, the
day of the new moon is al the Gme of
the conjunction; a day in which trum-
pets and shofars are blown (Psa. B1:3;
My, 10RO,

The moon begins to rebuild s ight
each monrh, just as the day of sunlight
rebuilds its light at dawn. Technically,
to accurately be called the first day of
the month, the moonlight mest build
exacily like the day of the week on
which it occurs: stars in dorkness and
eradually build light

The crucial Passover Feast and the
night of observations, Passover night,
occur in the bright light of the nearly
full moon. Yahweh was looking, see-
ing with this light as He inspecied the
houses for the covening blood. <ICY

Head of the
Erscd of the Year.........cxcl 26
seven - Year Ovele.... 6l h Yea

Tonbsilizr Ol 2alh Year

Sabbarhs and MNew
Muoons are observed
from Dawn-to-Dark

MNOTE: New Moons may
vary with Longitude and
Lavitude
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Out With the Leaven!

“Even the first day you shall put away leaven out of your houses” Exodus 12:15.

uring the special Passover sea-
Dﬁnn we begin the yearly search

for leaven. Those nod acguainted
with this task may think it rather strange
to find adults putting leaven out of their
howses! But o those of us who have done
it for wears, it is just the thing to do in the
spring at the Passover season. I can be an
cnpoyable time as family membsers poin in
the hunt for leaven.

This activity, and thinking asbout what leav-
en dioes, can often feach important lessons,

Like sin, leaven is sometimes found in
places you would not expect, lurking be-
hind an atfractive label with definite eye
appeal. Could something that looks and
tastes that good be dangerous or sinful?
That obd pork sausage may have a “down
home™ Aavor and a mowthwatering ano-
ma, but esting it is a sin! It looks good,
tastes pood, bul it is bad!

Like sin, leaven can be overlooked if
we are nod careful, Maybe something is
sinful, but we just carelessly overlooked
some vital Scripture or misundersiood the
meaning of & word or a phrase. Millions
break the weekly Sabbath for just such
FEASONE,

Like sim, leaven puflfs up, sor of like
you are petting something for nothing.
But all that lump of dough is not just
flour, it is a lot of hot air (actually carbon
dioxide] oo,

Sin does the same to the human mind. Tt
puffs it up 30 we think there is a lol more
1o us than there really is. That is called
vanity amd pride. These two are causes of
endless strife, wars, competition, SOTrow,
and anger. Pride was one of Satan’s origi-
nal problems: “Your heart was proud
because of your beauty...” (Ezk. 28:17).
Look what hormendous problems that
pride has produced!

The effects of leaven, like some sins,
start out small, hardly noticeable. Nothing
big. But if the condinions are mor changed,
eventually the effects can be enormous.

5o with sin, starting small, of there is
wer repentaice, the ballooning effects of
evil can be staggenng, Petty crimes lead

o more boldness, king more risks with
higher stakes. A grosser more jsded con-
science develops resulting 0 a total loss
of Innocence,

And how did it happen? For some very
real reasons, It s mol just a ntwal. Yah-
weh wants us 10 do some very serious
thinking about what we do: “..let a man
examine himself, and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of that cup” (Cor.
11:28). We must cxamine onrselves, not
our neighbor; get the beam out of auwr cye
[Mdan. 731

Removing beaven from our houses, amd
by excmple, the sin out of our lives, is a
preparation for Passover. It is the process
of leoking closely for sin, and getting rid
of it!

What is Scriptural Leavening?

Could there be a more obvious place to
start than clearing our houses of the kind
of leaven the Bible prescribes?

If wee do not obhey the Scriptures in this
command (Ex. 12:15), then we have sinned
and arc nof consistent with the important
theme of ndding our lives of sin.

Ao what is Scriptural leavenT Yery of-
ten we read all leaven must be removed
from our homes, our cars, etc., including
haking powder, baking soda, even egg
whites.

Is this true? What does the Bible teach?

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew for
Teaven (SEC 7603) used in Ex. 12:15 is pe-
cording to SEC: “barm or yeast cake.”
Barm is the foamy yeasi appearing on
the surface of fermenting malt liquors
iWebsters). A yeast cake is a small cake
of compacted yeast used for baking (Ran-
chom Howse)

Gesenins says SEC 7603 is “fermenta-
tion, leaven,” [leavened (SEC 2557)).

Most translations of Ex. 12:15 use the
word leaven for the Hebrew SEC T603%
(CRL, ML KV RSV NAS, WY ¥, LX) (Oih-
ers translate it yeast (S, GN, Dake Snwdly
Hible). Some use fermeried (Compamion
Hiblel. The NW uses sour dowrgh.

The NW and YL use wnfermented when
referring to urleavened bread,

The Hebrew for snleavened (SEC 4682)
micans “what is sweet, e, pafermented
bread” (Gesemius),

In the New Testament the Greek for
leaven (SEC 2219 wed in | Cor, 506
means “yeast, feaven,” (AMGLNT), Ardna-
Gingrich translates this verse: “a ligtle
yeast ferments the whole lump of
dough” (I Cor 5:6).

The LXX (Greek Old Testament) uses
this same Greek word (SEC 2219-veast,
leaven-in Ex, 12:15 w substtute for the
Hebrew word for leaven (SEC 7603) as
discussed above,

These facts clearly show Scriptural
feaven must involve fermentation,

Chemical agents such as baking powder
and baking soda cawse rising by releasing
carbon dioxide when mixed with an acid
ingredient such as buttermilk,

Egg whites [trap air when whipped], air
[air trapped in the batter expands when
heated] and steam [heated water boils in
the batter] will cause rising.

None of these ferment the dough, how-
ever

Fermentation, on the cther hand, is an
organic compound’s (sugars, etc.) break-
down by the action of a ferment such as
yeast or bacteria (Websters),

More specifically, the action of an en-
oyme of yeast or bacteria ferments starch
and sugars producing ethanol, which s
driven off in baking. and carbon dioxide
which causes the dough to nse.

Consequently, removing the leaven
from our homes, Scripurally means we
must remove yeast, We must also eat -
Sfermented [unyeasted] bread (Ex, 12:15),

Eating breads or pastries made with
chemical rising agents or drinking fer-
mented beverages is med prohibited by
Scripture duning this time. The Bible dis-
tinguishes cating (SEC 398) from drink-
ing (SEC 8248). Yahweh clearly knows
the differences (Ex. 24:11; Gen. 1935,
eic.). -ICY
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IWhat is Trve Wershis?

We hear and read of worshipping Yahweh. Scripturally, what is worship?
What should we do or not do in a worship service?

ahweh demands we

worship Him in certain
specific ways. [t is possible,
however, to include all the
right worshipful acts, but do it in vain:

“But in vain they DO WORSHIP ME, .

teaching as doctrines the pn:::epu
mien”™ (hdari. 15:49).

Yahshua did not say they were
worshipping  Yahweh. Tha}r L
They used the proper worshipiul
Their worship was pointless, |
ever, because their doctrines wen
soundly based on Scripture. Tradi
commandments of men and ecel
tical authority had replaced Serij
How often do we see this very |
tion in contemporary religion?

Religions abound in every i
inable form of worship. Som '_
in fact worship Yahwe {2
to some degree. Their doctrines
rarely, though, the pure truth of S&
ture, despite adamant, often boasti
claims of authentic or true worship.

The doctrines Yahweh honors mus:_.

extod and revere the Law of Yahweh
im all its intricate detail. To validate
our worship, His Law must be the rule
of conduct. Our will must bend wotally
and loyally to Yahweh's Law.

This is often far easier said than
done for the simple reason that one of
the bipgest problems (5 knowing ex-
actly what the Law says.

For example, every religion teaches
all should do what is right, But try 10
Eel everyone (0 agree on just what
right or righteousness is, and you have
your work cut out for vou. The hard-
ened skeptic, the one to whom nothing

can be proven except what he wants 1w
believe, will not be convinced though
one came back from the grave to tell
him. Yahshua understood the intran-
sigent nature of man when He said:
u.“: Ahey hear no IIJ'.-.!LWI

pushd L,

bent himself down to Yahweh” (v. 26,
Rotherham).

“And | bowed low and (SEC 7812)
prostrated or bowed down, to Yahweh,
and BLESSED (S£C 1288) Yahweh” iGen.
2448,

# .when Abraham® servant beard

' L pir words, that he BOWED HIMSELF
7O THE GROUND before Yahweh®

Gen. 24:52; NAS, NI, Mofiait).

The entire phrase, “bowed himself
the ground” in verse 52 IS SEC
12 translated “worshipped™ in the
V. OGN, ele,

5 Inferlinear wanslates SEC
in verses 48 and 52 “prostrated
and “prostrated himself,” re-
Now, notice the additional act em-
phasizing the Scriptural form of waor-
hip found in this account of Abra-
im’s servant who was secking a
e for Isaac. This involves the word
lated “blessed.”

word ‘blessed” here is a primi-
root meaning TO KMNEEL (SEC).
Gesenius p. 142 says of this word: “1o

= bend the knee, TO KNEEL DOWN:"

S0 just what iy :
The Hebrew word most nﬂm trans-
lated worship (57 times) is shachah
(SEC 7812), which means te bow
denwn, to prosirate oneself. This is the
form worship takes.

Many verses show this. For exam-
ple: “And the man bowed low and
(KIN MIB, worshipped: SEC 78121 bowed
down or prostrated himself before Yah-
weh™ (Gen, 24:26).

*..the man bowed his head and

second definition s to bless. See also
BD#A p. 138: kneel, bless. A close rel-
ative, SEC 1290, means simply knee.

It is possible, therefore, that Abra-
ham's servant, in addition o his
prayer of thankfulness to Yahweh (v
271, bowed down low, prostrated him-
self, and kneeled before Yahweh.

The second defimition (Second defini-
tions are usually not the leading, most
common of prefemed) which scholars
have chosen to convey the meaning of
SEC 1288 (Gesenius and BDB) is the
English word, Mess. | means (0 conse-

m-mm!?




crate or sanctify, pronounce as holy; to bestow good upon; ©
extol as holy; glorify.

The word 'Bless” is from the Old English, bletsain, bled-
sain: 10 consecrate, originally with blood, carlier blodis-
aian (blod blood + -igo [equal) and fon, suffixes) {Ran-
dom House Dictionary}; as if meaning to “make equal with
blood.”

The contexts in which SEC 1288 is used when Yahweh
blesses man or man blesses man, shows bless is appar-
ently an appropriate translation,

Should We Bow Down and Pray
in the Presence of Others?

The use of SEC 1238 in cases of worshipping Yahweh,
clearly indicates prostrating and kneeling:

“Come let us worship (SEC 7812; prostrate ourselves) and
bow dewn (SEC 3766). Let US kneel (SEC 1288) before Yah-

weh our maker” (Psa. 95:6).

“Then everyone who trembled at the waords of the Elo-
him of Israel...gathered themselves to me...and 1 fell upon
my knees and stretched out my hands to Yahweh...and |
said” iEzxra %:4-5. [What follows is a long prayer witnessed
by many people] (See Ezra 10:1).

“But Yahweh...Him you shall fear; and to Him you shall
bow yourselves down...” (Il Kings 17:36, NAS).

All these cases show bowing and kneeling in the pres-
ence of others who are apparently doing likewise.

Motice next, all the examples of worship—bowing down,
prostrating oneself—before Yahweh af Yahweh's Public

B ——

Feasts recorded in both Old and New Testaments: “...will
go up from yeardo-year to worship (SEC 7812) [Rotherham,
bow down to] the King, ¥ahweh of Hosts, and [“and” in
RSV, KIV, NAS; Modfatt has “.. to hold..."] keep the Feast of
Tabernacles™ (Zech. 14:16),

On the first day of the seventh month, the Feast of Shout-
ings, we find Yahweh's people all together, worshipping
(prostrating themselves) before Yahweh in each other's
presence. This is a Scriptural example which does not in
any way contradict other verses:

“...on the first day of the seventh month...0v. 2)...
Exra blessed (SEC 1288: kneefed) before Yahweh. . And
all the people answered. . while lifting up their hands;
then they bowed low and worshipped (SEC 7812
‘prostrated themselves before’ Yahweh with their faces
on the ground” (Neh: 8:2, 6).

These vivid examples—as well as the others—show
Yahweh's people openly bowing down together worship-
ping Him in the congregation. Such explicit evidence can

not be ignored.

These examples, and those which follow, were put here
for our instruction in righteousness. We must be careful
to accept such plain examples, and not be in defiance and
rebellion against Yahweh Himself. Rebellion is as the sin
of witcheraft (I 5am. 15:23).

Continuing with other evidence: The prophets record
that public worship (SEC 7812) is required on the Sabbaths
{weekly and annually) and on the New Moons:

“And it shall be from new moon to new moon and from
sabhath to sabbath, ALL mankind will come to bow down

before Me, savs Yabnweh™ (lsa. 66:24),
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“The people of the land shall also (SEC 7812): bow down
and prosirale themselves, before Yahweh on the MNew
Moons™ (Exk. 46:3).

Is this Yahweh's requirement only for the future? Let
the Bible answer: “For |, Yahweh, do not change; therefore
you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed” (Mal. 3:6). And,
“Yahshua Messiah, the same vesterday, today, and forever”
iHet. 13:6). This is simply part of what Yahweh has always
required at these appointed times.

Also refer to Daniel’s example: Daniel 6:10; kneeled
three times a day in peayer; an observable fact to those
around him; Solomon's example: 11 Chronicles 6:13:
kneeling with public prayer; by Yahweh's own decree:
Isaiah 45:23; quoted in Romams 14:11.

In the New Testament record we find people going (o the
Passover to worship (SEC 4352: kneel, prostrate: see inset
page 8],

“Greeks among those going up to worship (SEC 4352) at
the feast [of Passover, v 1] (oha 12;200,

several times in the year Yahweh reguires that we ap-
pear before Him (Deut. 16:16) and worship openly in the
congregation of Yahweh by bowing, prostrating ourselves
before Him in the presence of our brethren: “While the
whaole assembly worshipped (SEC 7812; see above)” il Cor.
29-28, also 29-30).

If one does not intend to Scripturally worship Yahweh
in the manner prescribed, then why go before Him on His
feast days? We go before Him to do as He says, not to do
our own thing,

Continuing with N.T. examples, Paul went up to Jerusa-
lem to worship [SEC 4352: kneel, prostrate] (Acts 24:11)
on Pentecost (Acts 20:16). See also other examples of Paul
worshipping (Eph. 3:14; Phip. 2:10).

Zacharias, John the Baptist's father, was performing his
priestly duties at the temple, and notice what was happen-
ing outside the temple:

“And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer
outsicde at the hour of the incense offering”™ (Luke 12108

The whole multitude was openly praving o Yahweh,
amd there is no indication that Zachanas or Yahweh disap-
proved.

Another important example, “Mow Peter and John went
up together into the temple at the hour of prayer™ (Acts 3:1).

What are we to assume Peter and John were going to do
at this four of prayver, if ot (o pray ogether with others in
the temiple? The answer 15 obvious.

Mext is an undeniahle case of open prayer:

“And when they were come in, they went up into an up-
per room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John,
and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas,...These ALL continued
with one accord IN PRAYER, and supplication WITH the
women, and Mary, the mother of Yahshua, and with his
brethren™ (Acts 1:13-14),

Here is proof beyond all controversy that open prayer in

the presence of the brethren by all the brethren of Yahweh
is permissible.

Also in this same chapter is additional conclusive proof
that open prayer in the congregation is Scripturally allow-
able: “And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the
disciples...(the number of the names together were about
an hundred and twenty;). . And they prayed and said, You,
Yahweh, which knows the heart of men...” (Acts 1:15, 24},

Notice here they prayed in the presence of well over a
hundred brethren! And this group (and those in the previ-
ous examplel was composed of many whao had persanally
wilked, talked and ministered with Yahshua over a period
of years; seeing Him under many different situations, in-
cluding prayer among the brethren. Recall it was Peter,
who was among those praying in this group, who said,
“Messiah sufiered for you, leaving us an example that we
should follow In His steps® (1 Pet. 221}

Would Peter violate Yahshua's directives he personally
wilnessed by praying among the brethren, if it were con-
trary to the Messiah's own examples? Hardly.

All the foregoing provides sufficient evidence thar we
show reverence to Yahweh in what we today call “wor-
ship,” by bowing down, prostrating our self, kneeling and
Prayer.

By these clear examples the one/s officiating in the as-
sembly have the authority of the Scriptures 1o offer public
praver in the congregation as all bow down or prostrate
themselves before Yahweh, Additionally, those in the as-
sembly clearly have the right 1o pray while among the
brethren.

This is also the example of the twenty-four elders in
heaven who prostrated and prayved openly together before
Yahweh's throne:

“And the twenty-four elders, who sit on thrones before
Yahweh, fell an their faces and worshipped (SEC 4352) YAH-
WEH (Rev, 11:16),.,. We thank You, O Yahweh, the Almighty,
who is and who was, because You have taken Your great
power and have begun to reign”™ iv. 171,

The angles do likewise Rev. 7:11-12), We are (0 go boldly
before the throne of grace in worship (Heb, 14:6)

Given all this irrefutable Scriptural evidence, what did
Yahshua mean by Matthew 6:57

*But you, when you pray, go inbo your inner room....pray
to your Father in secret,.,.”

In light of all the Scriptures previously listed, could
Yahshua have possibly meamt we cannot worship (bow,
prostrate) or pray to Yahweh publicly on His command-
ed Feasts as we are directed to do in the O.T.7 nd He
change?

He answers this question in context; “Therefore do ot
be like them [the hypocrites and Gentibes]” (v, 5, 7).

Obviously, it was the ostentations attitude and standing
posture (they did not bow or kneel, v. 5) to which Yahshua
objected, Note Yahshua's own example of public prayers

INSIGHT « May 2005 | 9




of thanksgiving (John &:17, 23; Mait.
15:36, 26:26-27).

Bear in mind, too, that Scripiural
worship is different from serving a
deity. They are different acts. The
prophet Jeremiah clearly makes this
distinction: *...gone after other dei-
ties to serve them and to bow down
to them® den 13:10; 25:6. “You shall
nat bowe down yvourselves to them nor
serve them™ (Deut. 5:9; See also jsh, 23:7;
Ex. 205, 2324, dbe_).

The Sabbath Example

Yahweh gives a personal example
in the Law, which seis a clear prec-
edent for what is 1w be done on the
Sabbath. Notice: “By the seventh day
Elohim completed His work which He
had done; and He rested on the sev-
enth day from all His work which He
had done. Then Elohim kneelfed down
(SEC 1288) the seventh day and sancti-
fied it [7th day|” (Gen. 2:2-3).

Note that Yahweh rested, kneeled
and sanctified the seventh day. (See
aleo Ex, 20:11 and Ex. 31:17.)

The word sanctified (SEC 6942 is
the same word used in Exodus 20:8
where Yahweh said to keep the Sab-
bath holy: “Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it sanctified” (SEC 6942
“holy™ Kfv.

We are 1o sanctify the Sabbath as did
Yahweh, Sanctified means 10 make
clean, or be clean. We must keep the
Sabbath clean.

Yahweh is clearly setting the exam-
ple as recorded here in Genesis 2:2-3,
S0 what He did on the Sabbath, we
must do: rest, (Ex. 20:8) kneel down,
iPsa, 95:6; and bow down, prosirale
ourselves, (SEC 78120 [sa. 66:23; Ezk.
46:3) sanctifly the day (Ex. 20:8).

The Holy Convocation

The Sabbath as well as the annual
feasts of Yahweh include a conveca-
fign (Lev, 23:2-41),

The word mranslated convocarion

{SEC 4744) means “convocalion, con-
voking. reading, sacred assembly’
[BDB p. 896]; ‘a calling together,
convocation, an assembly, recitation,
reading” (Gesenius, p. 504).

According to this definition as con-
firmed by Yahshua's and Nehemiah's
examples, the convocation includes
a reading: “..and as was His cus-
tom, He entered the synagogue on the
Sabbath, and stood up fo read” iLuke
416

“And all the people gathered...and
Ezra the priest brought the law before
the assemivly. . And he read (SEC 4474)
fraam i1,,." (Meh, 8:8)

MNotice a priest read the Law of Mo-
ses, and it i e priest’s dury to teach:
" and 0 a5 fo feach the sons of Is-
rael all the stalutes which Yahweh has
spoken o them through Moses™ (Lev,
13;11),

Dress for the Feasts

Another aspect of the convocation
which should be mentioned is the
matter of dress. Motice the following
verse: “...bow down to Yahweh in the

adornment (SEC 19271 of holiness™ 01
Chr, 16:29: Ratherharm: See alio Psa. 29:2,
9 same expression: SEC 1927),

Cesenius (pp. 217-218) says of
SEC 1927: “ornament, adorning...
‘holy ornaments.’ i.e. apparel worn at
solemn festivals (not priestly dresses as
some have supposed),”

BDE (p. 214) zays of SEC 1927
“adornment, glory; holy adornment;
always in connection with public wor-
ship of....”

As we have shown, we assemble,
bow down, and have a reading at
Yahweh's Feasts. Here is a directive
1o adormn ourselves al the feasts.

The word adorn 15 from a rool
{@rmare) meaning “to deck out” and
means “to serve as an ornament 1o;
add beauty or distinction fo; o pul
decoration on' (Websters).

An omament 15 an article, acces-
sory, or detail used to beautify the ap-
pearance of (Webstersl—in this case,
i person,

These verses indicate we are o look
our best, adorn or omameni-decorate
ourselves to some degree at Yahweh's
festivals, We should enhance our ap-
pearance, adom ourselves in good
taste, mad overdene or gaudy, as we
come 1o bow down before Yahweh.
This would include grooming and
trimming the hair and nals; being
clean and neat.

In I Samuel 1924 we see a man
who met King David, had not cared
for his feet nor trimmed his beard, nor
washed his clothes for some period of
time. Thus showing it was customary
to care for oneself by grooming,

The importance of dress is further
emphasized in the account of the
kingdom of heaven in a parable of a
wedding feast given for the King's
son: “But the King...saw there & man
nof dressed in wedding clothes. . he
said. . how did you come in here with-
oul wedding clothes?.. . Then the king
said to the servants, “Bind him hand
amnd foot, and cast him info outer dark-
mess’. . (Matt 22:11-130

Parables are for our instruction, and
this one leaves little doubt the King,
Yahweh, will not tolerate someone
coming before Him slovenly attired. It
is an affront, and “in your face™ kind
of attitude, to come before Yahweh
inappropriately dressed, unadorned,
with a haggardly, unkempt appear-
ance. Appearing before Him is a spe-
cial privileged occasion.

How far would one get in sweat
clothes or army fatigues trying Lo
gain an audience with Queen Eliza-
beth or the King of Sweden? The pal-
ace guard would nghtfully throw him
out! We should keep uppermost in
mind that when we worship Yahweh
we are going before the HIGHEST
ROYALTY and should acr like i and
dress like it.

The converse of what we have stud-
ied is that one’s lack of proper wor-
ship may well newtralize his doctrines.
Think about it

Yahweh wants our fodal commit-
ment, =ICY
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Dentecost 2000o:
Who s Counting Correctly?

Ench year various groups sef a Pentecost dale using their owen special way of finding Penlbecost.
But how are we to knotw if @ dete is the true Scripfural Pentecos!? There is a way fo knoto,
Riead further bo find owt whal it i and why Pentecos! is June 19, 2005!

he Scriptural Feast of Firstfruils {Pentecost) 15 vital 1o

Yahweh's great plan. Mapor events have occurred on

this day. Major events will comfinue to lake place on

Pentecost. There is no one-time fulfillment of this grem
prophetic observance. Rather, it is an ongoang “shadow of things
to come™ (Cal, 2:16-17),

But how imponant 15 the right day 10 ob-
servie Pentecost? The saimple truth 15 & panacu:
lar day is either Penlecost or it 1s not, There is
no “close enough™ when it comes o obsery-
g Yahweh's Holy Days,

For example, how many would have gotten
the Holy Spirit had they assembled at some
other time in 31 A.D. rather than Pentecost,
June 247 The Holy Spirit was given on that
day, not three or four weeks earlier as is typically observed today
in mwxsl groups professing o keep Pentecost,

Obviously, the tming was crucial back then, and it stll is mday.

How many would have come to the knowledge of Yahweh's
covenant Law had they been al Sinal 100 5000 of too late when
the Law was given on Sivan 18 or 19 (in a “late™ year this cor-
responds 1o June W21 like the year 1981)7

The people Yahweh was working with were at the right place
at the right time in ome accord, speaking the saoe things.,

Yahweh makes covenants on Pemecost with those who appear
before Him 1o worship Him on the day He has chosen.

What day has e chosen as Pemtecost in 20037 How can we
know for certain?

First Mistake Most Make

The first mistake most make when seiting a Pentecost date, is
pssyming-incorrectly, the count to Pentecost must begin during
the days of unleavened bread in the spring.

There is e @ .:fﬂgf.r werse of .ﬁrrilprurr thar LT r.fl'r'ﬂ'!l'_'.-;. i
implics the count to Pentecost must begin during the days of wn-
leavened bread, Most all assume the wave sheaf
miust be offered during that festival, The Bible
clearly does not mention the passover week of
unbeavened bread in the requirements for find-
ing the date of Pentecoss,

The “sabbath’™ debate over the wave sheafl
phrase, “on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall
wave 1L7 (Lew, 2301 simply nusses the point,

Some say this phrase refers to the weekly sabbarh which falls
within the days of unleavencd bread.

Others say this phrase refers to the first amual salbath (as-
sumed 1o be Alib 15} within the days of unleavened bread,

Both are wrong, because the Scriptures de mof require the
waving of the first sheaf of barley take place
withine the days of unleavened bread! No-
where docs the Bible require the prnest o
wave the sheaf at that time.

Yet men persistently insist the wave sheaf,
and thus the start of the count to Pentecost,
miust take place within the seven-day Pass-
over festival,

Why? Tradiion-not Scripture, Carefully
read Lev. 23:9-15 and see for yourself, The
days of unleavened bread are mod memtiored with regard o the
wave sheaf. Meither does it say the harvest cannaot star untal the
wave sheafl is offered. Men assiome these things.

Who will you believe and follow: the traditions of men or
Yahweh"s Word?

When the Wave Sheaf was Offered

The Scriptures clearly show when the wave sheaf is offered, It
dies pot zay the offering has 1o be within the days of unleavened
bread,

Notice Lev. 23:10: “Speak to the sons of [srael, and say to
them, When you enter the land which | am going to give to you
and REAPTHE HARVEST, THEN vou shall bring in the sheaf of
the FIRST FRUITS of yvour HARVEST to the pricst”™ (NASE).

First, notice MOTHIMG said here ties the sheaf of the Arst-
fruits {weawve shead, v 11) to the Feast of Passover, Le. the days of
unleavened heead.

Since the sheaf is OF the beginning (SEC 7225: trans. begin-
ning 18 times) of the Aarvesr (w100, the grain must be ripe and
ready (o reap. This refers o the beginning of
barley harvest {1l Sam. 21:9).

Secondly, notice this verse says, “When...
vou REAP THE HARVEST, THEM, YOU
SHALL BRING IN THE SHEAF...” Tt says we
must FIRST reap the harvest prior o bringing
the sheal for the wave offering. Bur i does ot

menfion the davs af nnleavened bread, Obviously, the harvest

has begun, before the wave offering is given.
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Notice too, it says ... beginning OF
vour HARVEST..,” showing this offering
must be taken from what has been har-
vezied. 1t could not, therefore, be of un-
ripe green ears, This is long after the time
of green cars,

These immutable facis of Scripture
make it clear and certain the graim st
be ready fo harvest AND THE HAR-
VEST MUST HAVE BEGUN REFORE
THE WAVE SHEAF IS BROUGHT TO
THE FRIEST,

The Scriptures say to “Reap the har-
vest,.. "and or *... THEN bring
the sheal of the firstfruits [beginning] of
wour harvest to the priest” 0, Who
can deny this clear statement which shows
the harvest must be in progress before the

wave sheal offering is brought?

When is Harvest?

The Bible shows when the harvest is
ready: *...Lift up your eves, and |look
on the fields; for they are WHITE FOR
HARVEST” (John 4:35],

Yahshua did not sy “green for harvest,”
but 5o ripe the fields are white [*shade of
white wine,” AmdtGingrich, GELNT, p.
4731 This statement clearly shows the
barley firstfruit sheall must be of the har-
vest-from a field whire for harvest. This
st be long afier the time of green cars
of barley.

Yahshua further verifies this fact by giv-
ing the sequence of maturation of grain:
“...First the biade, then the ear [could
only be green ears], affer that the full
com in the ear, But when the fruit is
ripe [see margin, KV, immediately he
puts in the sickle, because the harvest
is come” (Mat. 4:28-29),

He shows beyond doubt eariig rime
[green ears] and harvest are distinctly dif-
ferent times. Harvest is weeks after groen
ears (See abio Rev. 14:15: “nipe” - become
dry ar dry up, wither, AG. p, 3500

Scripure alwo indicates as moch by
such stalements as *,..neither be earing
nor harvest..." (Gen. 45:7). And “_.in
earing time and harvest vou shall rest”
(Ex. 34:21). These perods are definitely a
different times, weeks apart,

Therefore, the fifty-day count of the
Feast of Weeks could not possibly stan at
or near the tme of green ears, The wave
alveafl miwst come from the harvess which
i3 weeks after the ime of green ears,

This is the reason why the Leviticus 23
account does nod require that the cound-
ito-Peniecost must begin during the days
of unleavened bread. That period is usu-
ally much too early, falling long before
the barley harvest, It is most always at the
time of green ears.

Scriptural Reference

There is a Senptural reference showing
the Sabbath-count of Pentecost suarning
after the dayvs of unleavened bread,

Here is that astonishing account; “And
we sailed away from Philippi affer the
days of unleavened bread, and came
to Troas in five days; where we abode
seven days, [notice] And upon the frst
[efry] of the week, when the disciples
came...” (Acts 2066-T)

The word “day"” in italics is not in the
orginal manuscripts, Wery importantly,
the word “week™ is the Greek sabbaron
which is plural and should be wranslated
“SabbathS." The Concordant New Tes-
tament reads <. the one [cardingl num-
ber...One; OWSNT, p. 984] of the sab-
baths...." That is, on sabbath number one
of the sabbaths. These are the sabbaths
which are counted from the wave sheal
offerings. This is clearly the first of the
Sabbaths in the count 10 Pentecost!

MNow nodice at least how many days
after the days of unleavened bread Sab-
bath number one occurred: 5 + 7, mwelve
AT LEAST. And possibly even move, for

“This Scripture
|Acts 20:6-7] shows, .. .the
count [to Pentecost] would
have to start...qfer the days
af unleapened bread.”

Paul (a) does not say how long it was af-
ter unbeavened bread they departed for
Troas {probably about 12 days), and (b)
he does say “...and...” leaving an in-
determinate period of time between the
seven dayvs and the first of the Sabbaths,
[t could have been as much as six more
days until the next Sabbath, after being at
Troas five days, This alope would make
the firs1 Sabbath, number one of seven,
coming some [ days after the days of
unleavened bread,

Factoring in the unspecified period af-
ter unleavened bread before leaving for
Troas [case (a}], allows an even greater

number of days, The first Sabbath of the
count could easily have been hwenry or
more days after the days of unleavened
bread.

This Scripture shows, o figure Pentecost
comectly, the count would have to start
long after the days of unleavened bread.

It disproves the [wo most COMMON
methods of counting to Pentecost men-
toned earlier! Persons using either of
those errafeons methods would certainly
il have kepd Pentecost with Yahshua's
disciples and aposiles at that time. Mei-
ther will they be keeping Pentecost with
His disciples today.

We know this acoount took place in 57
A_D. iMew Testament Histary, Bruce, 1969,
p. 336). The last day of eating unleavened
bread was April 13, a Wednesday, that
vear, and Pentecost was Sunday, June 19.
Consequently, the first Sabbath, number
ome of the seven-Sabbath count, was May
T, twenty-three days after the days of un-
leavened bread!

Pentecost Always

Occurs on a Sunday

The Scriptural account of counting the
weeks to Pentecost shows the fifticth day
must be on the mormow, the Sunday, after
the seventh Sabbath of the count: “Even
to the momrow after the seventh sab-
hath shall you number fifty days” Lev.
2316

Mow, the stipulation in Lew. 23:11:
*...he shall wave the sheaf before Yah-
weh...on the morrow after the sab-
bath the priest shall wave it” can only
refer to the weekly sabbath.

Why? Since we now know the count
or numbering of weeks o Pentecost does
not begin during the days of unleavened
bread, whiis Sabbath, after which the wave
sheafl is offered, is mof during that festival
week. It could nor, therefore, be ome of
the aemia] Sabberhs during waleavened
bread of Passover weell 5o, it must be a
n'r.:_-'ﬁ'.l'_r Serlbberrh.

The wave offering is, therefore, made
air @ Suaday following the weekly Sab-
bath a1 the time of barley harvest

Consequently, numbering the fifty days
of the Feast of Weeks from this Sunday
el CORAME Seven Labbatls Iﬂm the
fiftieth day also on & Sunday.
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Second Mistake
Most Make

We have just discussed the firsf mistake
most make when counting o Pentecost.
But this is only the beginning of the prob-
lem of finding the correct date of the Feast
of Weeks,

The secomd major misiake evervome
makes is exclusively confining thelr aiten-
fion fo Lev. 23: 1006 and Dewt, 169 when
deciding the count-io-Pentecost issue.

If those verses were all the Bible had o
say on the matier, we would be left wish
ne defivite method of finding Pendecost!
Fortunately, there is more to go on,

The vital owverlooked key to finding
Pentecost 15 the crucial Scriplure, Exo-
dus 34:22. This verse unlocks the door
1o finding Pentecost ot all locations in the
northern hemisphere,

But to use this vital key we must have
the correct ranslation af this verse. The
meistranslation of this important scripture
has derailed the trh about Pentecost for
centuries!

Here is this important verse (Ex. 34:22
“And vou shall observe the feast of
weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat har
vest, and the feast of ingathering at the
vears end (KV; margin reads *Heb, revoe
fution of the year™),”

Thie word “end” (KNV) is SEC 8622, teku-
Serke. The vag Hebrew words which mean
erd, barder, of extremity are gaselh (SEC
7097; 92 timesh and gasah (SEC T098; 28
times; also includes odge). The Hebrew
ges (SEC 7093) has several nuances, one
of which has the connotation of “the far-
thest extremity of,” such as the “end of a
given peniod of ume,” “And after certain
vears [literally, "at the end of years™...[Il
Chran, 18:2]" (See Vine's Complete Exposi-
pary Dictionary, pp. 69-70),

Clearly, the Hebrew fekufah (SEC B622)
has been improperly translated as end in
the KIV, Tekufah sccording 10 Gesenius
(p. B73) is: "circedt as of the sun;” BOR
IpBBOY: “coming round, circwit; ™ SEC:
“a revolution, i.e. (of the sun) course; ”
FAC: “revolution, circwit.”

The root of tekufoh is nagaph (SEC
5365) which Gesenius {p. 566) says as re-
lates to feasts: “(3) to go in a circle...”

Tekufah 15 more propedy literally trans-
lated REVOLUTION [of the year]: (See
Concordant OV Test, Youngs Literal Tran,;

K margini or TURM [of the vear]: (See
fowash Pubiication Socrary, New Amer Sid,
Mew World Tran., Creen’s Inferin. Bible); at
the CIRCUIT [of the vear]: (See Berrys
imterlin, Heb.-Eng. LT},

Two Feasts of Ingathering

The assumption is usually made tha
the feast of ingathering referred o in
this werse (Ex. 34:23) is the feast of tab-
ernacles. This apparently is an attempt 1o
equate the feast of ingathering referred to
in Ex. 23:16 to the feast of ingathering re-
ferred to in Ex. 34:22

But these two references are mof refer-
ring to the same festival. The reason we
kmow this is the following.

The feast of ingathering in Ex. 34:22
ocours af the time of te revolutfon or e
(tekufah; SEC 8622) of fhe year

The feast of ingathering in Ex. 2316
oocurs af the owlgoing (vatsa; SEC 33187)
af the yeae Faisa, according 1o Gesendur,
means “the end of a period of time.”

These two feasts of ingathering obvi-
ously occur af different times of the year.
The word rekufah and yafsa are clearly
intended to densde different times of the
wedr,

Twao different feasts of ingathering are
further indicated by the phrse in Ex.
23:16, = ..the feast of ingathering. . .when
wou have gathered in your labors out of
the field.”

This feast would occur AFTER the
gruin AND WINE iz gathered [(Deut
16:13; “...observe the FEAST OF TAB-
ERNACLES...AFTER you have gathered
in your comn and WINE.” [SEC 3352 var
of the wine press; Gesendus, p. 362]) This

woulkd have to be in the fall after harvest-
ed grapes had time enough to fermient into
wine. This would be what is termed sew
wine [SEC B492),

This is comoborated by Deut. 14:23:
“And you shall eat.. . before Yahweh. ..

the tithee of your corn, of your wine (rino-
sty SEC 8492 NEW WINE Cesenius, p.
8631, Furthermore, at the Feast of Taber-

nacles it is indicated that one could spend
his second tithe which had been tumed
into money on wine (yayin: SEC 31%6:
wine! Cesenius, po 347 [SEC: as fermend-
ed; by impl. imtoxicaring]). This could be
aged wines from previous vears” vintage.

O the other hand, Ex, 34:22 does not
require that the ingathenng feast referred
o be affer ALL the produce is gathered
Jrom the field. Context indicates it refers
o the time of harvesting wheat and oc-
curs af the revelufion of the year,

The other feasi of ingathering (Ex.
23:18) is described in the LXX as: ™.
the Ffeast of completion at the end of
the vear” This ingathering feast sounds
miore like the Feast of Tabernacles which
is observed *...after vou have gathered
in from your threshing floor and vour
wing vat,..” (Deut, 16:13; RSV

It is obviowsly a feast of ingathenng
later than the ingathenng feast mentioned
in Ex. 34:22,

Beyond a reasonable doubt, Scnpture
indicates there are fwo festivals called
“ingathering™ feasts, which occur at dis-
uncily DIFFERENT umes of the year.

A Closer Look at
Exodus 34:22

Various translations of Ex, 34:22 clear-
Iy show there is no universal agreement
on its punciusation,

We should keep in mind the oniginal
Hebrew manuscrnipts of Scripture contain
n voowels, no word divisions, no punc-
tuation, no upper or lower case letters,
e chapbers and mo verses, All letbers are
simply pushed next o each other like this;
mrhdlitlmbwhsflowswhissnw,

Division by wverse was introduced by
Jewish scnbes soon after the ume of
Yahshua, but chapter divisions of both the
31d and MNew Testament did not come un-
til the thirteenth century.

It is not surprising, therefore, o find
differences in translation. Translation
depends on the scholar’s best estimate
of what was intended, and obviously de-
pends on his background, expertise, and,
o some extent, his religious beliefs,

Another imponant factor in transla-
tipn, is the translater’s familiarity with
the religions beliefs-past and presenr-of
those rationalities being referred to in
Scripture. A factor 100, is the translator’s
familiarity with the beliefs of dominant
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religions bodies which claim the Bible as a basis of their doc-
irines.

Now, some translaie Ex, 34:22 with dhree Feasis (705, Many
others use capital letiers, words like “also,” or semicolons [re-
member these are not in the original manuscripts] 1o indicate
two fieasts (WAS, CNE, Maifar, Berrysdnberinear, MNEB, Youngh
Literal Trans.). While others simply put commas [remember these
are not in the original manuscripts cither] between the phrases
like the KJV quoted above (RSV, Jewish Society Publicalion),

Given the fact that the Scriptures show bwa feasts of ingather-
ing a more accurate translation of Ex. 34:22 15:  "And vou shall
abserve the Feast of Wieeks, the firstiruits of wheat harvest and
feast of ingathering at the revolution of the year.”

That 1% o say, the Feast of Weeks IS the firstfruits of wheat
harvest and IT I8 the feast of ingathering at the revolution of the
vear, It ends a1 or near the revolution of the year.

[MOTE: The word “feast”™ in the phrase “and the feast of ngabering s
SEC 2282, ohrg. The Masorctic Holbiow lexl (56 Dimnen s farerivsear of
Herrys Inrerfimear) shows i prefied with the Hebrew conjunction, Waw
with the shewa vowel points ( : ) sddod. Thas form o petacipally wsed o
cofmee] woeds of pheases by traaclaning it and, also fAmsltical Hebrew
and Chaldes Lexicon; p. 2330 This is why rasdlaang “ANT fesa, .. s
prefermal. The wand “the”™ & the phrase “and THE fesst of ingathering
(A" s arhitrenly placed there because the translstor apparenily foel
this helps Estinguinh “feast of mpathering” from e Peast of Weeks. As
mentioned earlier, thas has is echoed by the belief of moat all commenta-
1ors that this refiers 4o the Feast of Tabormackes; which & Soea pol.|

When is the ‘revolution’ of the Year?

The Scriptural evidence consistently shows the Feast of
Weeks, Pentecost, occurs ol the revedution or fern of the year.

But when is the revolution of the vear, At
what point or points in Earth's yearly course
along its orbit does the Sun appear 1o revolve
Or turm, e, to change its course?

The revolution, fekufah (SEC 5365], is
commonly assumed in the Bersre 1 be the
equinoxes which occur in the spring and fall
of the year. But what Scriptures support that
assurmplionT There simply are none !

Typically, a verse using fekufah is quoted
and followed by the authoritanan dictum that it refers to the au-
[UTEIR OF SPring Suuinees.,

For example, “Ex. 34:22 can only refer to the autumn equi-
X (The Calendar Coo Cinve fo Moses, Solinsky & Anderson;
p. 500. This statement lacks any Scriptural support, yet we ane
somehow expected 1o believe it on the authors’ word alone.

Also, Spier ¥, Comprehensive Hebrew Calemdar (1953 ed., pp.
223-124) says, without Biblical support, that rekufah refers to
borh the equinaxes and the solstices.

What does the Bilde say about this very important reknfiah or
revoltion, Wwming of the year?

Look s Ecclesiastes 1:5-6 from the LXX (Sepluagint, |Bren-
ton]i: “And the sun arises, and the sun goes down and draws
toward its place; arising there it proceeds southward, and
poes rournd foward the morth,”

Green's Interlinear Bible reads: *...and goes the sun, and to
its place panting; arises it there Going foward the sowth and
ferming around o the north...”

“ALL the...facts
clearly reveal
Pentecost occurs...at

OF Very hear the
summer solstice.”

Here is an unmistakable Scriptural reference to the winder
galstice. Notice the phrase, “.. goes roand 1o the north.” and
“_..and tiwrning around to the nonh.”

This is precisely what happens at the time of the winter sol-
slice (solstice means “sun stop™). The sun “stops™ its apparent
acithward motion along the horizon at the winter solstice De-
cember 21 or 22, It then turns around and starts back toward
the marth.

This turning motion is o revolving action which is both an
observable fact and a Biblical description of the sun’s movement
along the horizon at the time of the winter solstice. Al that tme
of year the sun's course changes direction. Iis path undergoes
a revalition: & turning motion sccers, The Bible unmistakably
describes this turning, revolving maotion.

This is elearly the tekufak, the turning or revolution of the
year!

Though many point o the equinoxes as the revolution of the
vear, it is an observable fact tha mo ferming ar revolving mofion
of the sun's path occurs at the spring or fall equinox.

The sun's course along the horizon nonhward af the spning
eqquinox and southward at the fall equinox continues on the same
straight line and in the same direction as before and after those
points of the year.,

The sun’s declination as it passes those equinoctial points
dees mol furn ar revolve or describe any circular motion whit-
ever. Therefore, the equinoxes definitely do pol occur af the
time of the revolution or furn of the year. About this there is
ik dhoarks,

It s also an observable fact that there is another time in e
year when the sun'’s path along the horizon turns or revolves,
It also furns after stopping al the summer solstice (June 21 or
23 anel srarts baek south. This tuming ac-
tion takes place over a pericd of about 1%
ar seven days, depending on the year.

There are clearly fwo fefagfalis or revelu-
tiowx of the vear: the summer and winter
solsfices.

The fexst of ingathering mentoned in
Ex. 34:22 the Feast of Wecks {Pentecost)
therefore, oocurs ol a sofshice. Since it is
also al the fime of wheat harvest, 11 mest
oecur AT THE SUMMER SOLSTICE.

A More Precise Translation

We can now give a more precise translation of Ex, 34,22
which pinpoints the proper time of year when the Bible says the
Feast of Weeks, Pentecost, must be observed: “And you shall
observe the Feast of Weeks, the firstiruite of wheat hareest
and feast of ingathering at the summer solstice.”

This defines the Feast of Weeks as fa) a time of the firstfruis
of wheal harvest and (b} a feast of ingathering occwming at the
summer solstice,

The facts of this verse are the vitel facts—the overlooked facts,
wiltich mest be combined with the accownrs in Lev, 23:10-16 and
Deut. 16:9 to give the complete record of the conditions for
determining when Pentecost occurs!

The count of seven weeks plus one day begins somewhere
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ncar the beginning of the barley harvest ANLY must extend o @
culmirating feast of inpathering af the swmmeer solstice, what
we generally call Perfecost,

PENTECOST 2005

ALL the Scriptural facis as discussed above elearly reveal
thad Pentecost occwrs on a Sunday af or very Rear the summer
solshice,

This wear, 20005, the year's revolution or tuming of the sun's
path at the time of wheat harvest ocours in the period June 13
through June 25 {Saturday to Satarday ).

Pentecost occurs Sunday, June 19, as the sun’s angle (dechna-
tion north) along the horizon is 23 25°. As s path s fumimg it
mcreases 1o 23 26° from June 20 through June 23 as the solshce
ocours, (For a funther in-depth treatment of this important fopic
write for the booklet, Finding The Scriptuval Pondecosl; The Forgad-

fer1 Bibical Serhod r:-.".l'mrl'u.ll_i-_' Prmlecodl )

FINAL REMARKS

For followers of the Messiah in the far-flung comers of the
workd it is now possible to find the Scriptural Pentecost date and
observe the required Pentecost Sabbath.

This Holy Convocation is sl binding on Israel, Judah, and
the church today. We must therefore, know when it occurs.

The decree that Pentecost muwst occur at the solstice is con-
sistent with the barley harvest requirement: When it is counted
some dgvs after the barley harvest inod before) in Fseael it does in
Sact acenr af or very near the summer selviice!

This should mot be surprising, since Yahweh specifies Pente-
cost must Fall during the whear harvess and af oF aear te sum-
mier sofsnice when counted from the barley harvess. - ICY

THE

International Congregation

of Yahweh
WILL BE CEB ALING THE

—

Octo'"e*“i7 - 24

in Branson, Missouri

Contact ICY today for more information:
P.0. Box 208, Pocahontas, Arkansas 72455 U.S.A.
email: info@icvahweh.org / phone (870) 892-5419
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hen word of the 2004 Pacific Ocean

Tsunami (formerly called “Tidal Wawve™)

reached the news media, the world was

stunned with disbelief and sobered by the

gory details. The carnage of truly epic proportions left mil-

lions worldwide disillusioned and searching for answers 1o
the ultimate question: Why?

Few of us could grasp the scope of this event either as a
Richter scale number (8.9 magnitude) or in human terms
Mile-after-mile of devastated coastal regions were discov-
ered affecting rwelve countries! Waves lashed Asiatic, Af-
rican, and Indonesia coastlines bringing death and destruc-
tion to regions as far west as 5000 km
{3100 miles) from the epicenter, killing
beachgoers and fishermen from So-
malia to Kenya. The monster quake’s
epicenter beneath the ocean floor was
just north of the island of Simeuloe,
some 150 kilometers (93 miles) off the
western coast of Sumatra,

The tectonic plates’ slippage along
the Pacific Ocean floor caused a rupture that moved north-
ward from the epicenter at supersonic speeds for about
200 seconds. Hard-hit Thailand was struck by [sunamis
about 75 minutes after the quake occurred. Sri Lanka and
India were pounded by crushing waves in about 4 hours
(Science News, lanuary 8, 2005, vol. 167; p. 18],

The massive tidal wave left belind an estimated Jo9.070
fr J78 118 dead, 128,426 missing, and hundreds of thou-
sands homeless and destitute (Arkansas Democrat Cazette,
February 20, 2005}, The tsunami graphically showed how
fragile and vulnerable we are when nature acts with such
fury and colossal overwhelming power!

The grisly job of cleanup, burial, and reconstruction will

-

*...what shall a man
give in return for

his life?”
Matthew 16:26

Tsunami 2004:

What does it mean?

The staggering toll of human tragedies from the December 26, 2004 Tsunami
sent a shockwave of disillusionment, doubt and questions around the globe. What
does the Bible say is the real cause of such natural catastrophes?

take years and billions of dollars! Governments and private
individuals have commined some 37 billion in tidal-wave
relief in Asia, but an estimated $4 billion is still needed for
the reconstruction process. However, the many thousands
of shatiered lives of those who lost family and friends are
beyond what time or money can restore: “...what shall a
man give in return for his lile™ (van, 16:26; RSV also Psa.
a7

In the face of such an awesome display of raw force and
its irresistible brutal consequences, our helpless meager
state is echoed through the ages in the words of the Psalm-
ist, David: “When | consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which
you have ordained, What is man that
you are mindful of him..." (Psa. 8:3-4),

Many guestions still resonate
throughout the religious  world:
Where was Yahweh (many say
*Cod"-the Babylonian deity) when
all this happencd? How could a
loving Creator let something like this
happen? Surely He would not cause such a disaster. Would
He? Or is there really a Creator after all? Is man, in fact,
facing an existentialist future in a purposeless and irrational
universe; alone and at the mercy of the unforgiving ravages
of nature?

But are these the only questions that need asking? The
answers we get depend on the guestions we ask.

Too, if a Creator exists, and surely there must be one,
then is there a reliable record of HIS views on such hu-
man tragedy? Does it detail HIS legislative and execu-
tive decisions made with justice and equity and enforced
with wemarched power? Was the recent Tsunami “a day of
reckoning *™
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Impostanily too, is the pressing guestion of

whether or not this staggening toll of human
lives and property exacied by an act of nafure,
15 a signal of the prophesied end rime? Many
are now sure it must be,

We will take a look at these questions from
the standpoint of the all-imporant source, the
Holy Bible, This document alone claims o be
the personal message of Yahweh o mankind.
How does HE answer these urgent questions”?

Secular and Biblical Record

Secular Record:
A Shadow of Thingr to Comre

In 1946, north of Hawaii, a rapidly moving
dark band on the ocean surface was observed
by a pilot flying in that region (Science News,
February 21, 2004, val, 165; p. 116, The mov-
ing band surprisingly onrran e pilors plame!
Oihers have also seen this mysterious phe-
nomenon which occurs on the ocean surface as 1sunamis
pass by or approach. The dark band is typically about one
kilometer wide (0.6 mile) and 15 what rescarchers™ call
@ tsunami shadow, The 1946 shadow was linked with a
temblor off the coast of Alaska. Strangely, however, there
seems 1o be no reports of sunami shadows associated with
the December 26, 2004 tsunami.

Tsunam shadows were also seen at several coastal sites
in Hawaii on Ogt, 4, 1994 when an ocean floor carthquake
occurred close to Japan, A video of one of the shadows
showed the dark band streiching across the horizon.

Several causes of tsunamis include not only earthquakes,
but also landslides below the ocean surface as well as large
meteorite impacts in the ocean. Oleg A, Godin of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
%5 Isunami waves travel 700 kilometers per hour (420

e

U bk q’:f.'.-.l":-'a-'.‘e'rr}"t' Aevagrer a/
=~ l.."' Ay
fhix one ,-'"e'ﬁ.-r.-.fl-:.w.rf',:'{...J:;G{i'f &

Lm-.rfrmr’ Hhe .r,-f'ﬁgr of Eartt,”

miles per hour) or more where the ocean is at least 4 Kilo-
meters deep [2.4 miles] (Scierce News, February 21, 2004,
val, 165; p. 116).

The Tsunami of December 2004 devastated this western Indo-
nesian coastline, as well as parts of many other countries in the
southeastern Pacifie Ocean area, PhofoyYahoo

Science in Motion:
“The lce-Skater Effect:”
What Goes Around

What do the recent tsunami and ice-skaters have in com-
mon? To get some idea of the immense magnitude of the
recent deluge, we need to answer this gquestion,

When an ice-skater moving through hisfher routine
sweeps in a wide circle then pulls their arms upward above
the head and draws their legs close together, they spin rap-
idly. If they change their shape again by lowenng their
arms, they spin more showly,

This phenomenon results from the repositioning of their
body mass toward (arms up, legs ogether) or away from
{arms lowered, legs apart) the axis about which they ro-
tate, i.e. along the length of their body. Likewise, a change
in the shape of any spinning object affects its rotation. This
well known “ice-skater effect” apparently happened with
the recent 2004 tsunami.

Here is how. Though ocean-based earthquakes are not
uncommaon, the desiructive power of this one was of such
epic proportions that it slightly changed the shape of Earth!
Some parts of the ocean floor rose due to the sunami, but
various geophysical models indicate the seafloor sank as
much as 2 meters in other places. Also, areas of western
sumatra fosf 1 meter of elevation (3cfence News, lanuary
B, 2005, vol. 167; p. 18). This was due (o the shift of the
Indian Ocean-floor ectonic plate downward. Some island
masses were permanently displaced 65 o 100 feet hon-
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zontally. This downward repositioning of land mass, the
seafloor and other island-mass changes, triggered by the
largest temblor in 40 years, shiffed Earth’s mass slightly
closer to its north-south spin-axis. This made Earth’s daily
rotation speed up (like the ice-skater with their arms above
thee heead ).

Now, according to Richard 5. Gross of the Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory in Pasadena, Earth takes about 2.67 micro-
seconds less time to complete one rotation than before the
quake (Science News, lanuary 8, 2005, vol. 167;p. 18). That
is 2.7 millionths of ane second: a small but real amount.

Among the Worst of the Worst

Mot since the Moachian tsunamis and fooding some
4000-plus vears ago, has there been a recorded tsunami
causing as many deaths and such destruction as the one in
the South Asian Pacific Ocean on December 26, 2004,

This tsunami ranks among Earth’s most devastating nat-
ural calamities; perhaps the third or fouwrth most destric-
tive in recorded history! However, Earth is not new to
cataclysmic natural events which caused massive human
losses, For example, land-based earthquakes have closely
matched or even exceeded its human toll in deaths on sev-
eral occasions. See table below,

Devastating Land-based Earthquakes
(526 A.D. - 1976)

BROKEN UP [earthquakes on land and in the ocean floor
creating ruptures in the ocean floor, etc.]..." [Gen. 7:11]), This
was swiftly followed by unprecedented torrential rainfall
continuing for 40 days and 40 nights (v. 11). Nothing in
recorded history has since equaled that age-ending human
calamity and global decimation. As landmasses disap-
peared, islands and continenis relocated, gulfs the size of
continents themselves gaped open. The Grand Canyon in
northern Arizona is without a doubt a stark reminder of
the awesome hydrodynamic forces unleashed during the
Noachian flood....and what they left behind!

What was the TRUE CAUSE of this GLOBAL deluge?
WHY did ¥ahweh personally unleash tsunami-after-tsuna-
mi to wrench and shear Earth's surface beyond recognition
and destroy perhaps billions of people—all but the E/GHT
on the ark? Was He heartless and unfeeling? Was He un-
just, not Divine-like in His view and actions? Or is there
something more...other questions that need to be asked?

The CAUSE of the
Noachian Tsunamis and Flooding

The Creator, Yahweh, left us many historical accounis
in the Holy Bible of human calamities, both personal and
national, both as “acts of nature™ and
manmade. He records not only the
events but also their canses,

MNow, what did Yahweh give as the
CAUSE for the [Moachion] lood? Here
is HIS answer: “And Elohim saw that
thie wickedness af man was CREAT in

n : the earth, and that every imagmation,
Antioch, Syna <50,000 May 20, 526 A.D. N/A purpose and desire [KIV margin] of the
Shaanxi, China | 830,000 | January 24, 1556 A.D, NIA thoughts:of his heast was only EVIL every

clay [KjW margin]. And it repented Yahweh

Calcutta, India 300,000 | October 11, 1737 A.D. NIA that he had made man on the earth, and
PR _ it grieved him at his heart” (Gen. 6:5-6),

Gansu, China 2000, (0N December 16, 1920 B.6 Why was Yahweh grieved at his

Yokohama, China | 143,000 | September 1, 1923 8.3 heart? Why was He sorry He had made

rrean? What was the CALUSET The canse

Nan Shan, China | 200,000 May 22, 1927 8.3 was MAN'S relentless WICKEDNESS!

; Was Yahweh “heartless?" No. He was

Tangshan, China 255,000 July 27, 1976 B0 grieving and heartsick over what His

iSource: The World Almanac 2005; pp. 207-208) creation was doing. As with any intel-

Biblical Record: Noachian Flood

The worldwide Noachian flood, a global event rather
than these more local cases cited, was initiated by muluple

tsunamis, fissures opening giant geysers spewing water
skyward: “...the same day were the fountains of the deep

ligent being, Yahweh was finding a way
o deal with His griefl

A balanced and realistic view of wragic events (Biblical
account of the Flood, famine, disease, wars, etc.), and espe-
cially the recent Pacific Ocean tsunami, therefore, requires
two things. Firsy, is the event itself, the effect, what hap-
pened. Second, and this is the point least discussed, is the

cause in terms of the prior actions of the victims,
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What were they doing BEFORE the tragedy struck?
Whar were their worship habits, their moral character,
their observance of the weekly Sabbath and annual Holy
Days? Were they worshipping a pagan deity such as God,
Buddha, Allah, Jesus [Hafeus], Baal, or
Loride [the Lord]? In short, what was
their alignment with Yalweh's divine mar-
ural laws?

THESE are the questions which must
be asked. Why? Because they relate the
CAUSES to the victims actions. These
questions do not shift the focus toward the Creator, what
He should have or have not done, but places it where the
blame rightfully falls: on the human element of the cause-
effect “equation.”

So why does the search for the answers, the cause or
causes of such events, so rarely include the concept of
penaliies for actions? 1s it not because we humans gener-
ally do not want to take responsibility for our actions?

This second matter of CAUSE requires that we must in-
clude not only the wagic human event, but also fheir ac-
tions preceding the event. These prior actions contain the
essential details to understand why things hap-
pen as they do. As there is no effect without a prior canse,
understanding the “why™ of human tragedy is not possible
withouw! knowing something abour the prior thoughts and
actions of those involved: “The curse causeless shall not
come” (Prv. 26:2; also 3:33).

Mext, what did ¥ahweh decide o do” What were the con-
sequences of mankind's wickedness? What “act of nature™
followed? Here is the Bible answer: “And Yahweh said, J
WILL DESTROY MAN whom | have created from the face
af thee arth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing,
and the fowls of the air; for it repents me that | have made
them® (Gen.6:7).

Again, what were the thoughts and actions of the vic-
tims prior to the Noachian tsunamis and the flooding that
followed? What were they doing? The Bible says their
thoughts and actions were ONLY evil EVERY DAY...CON-
TINUOUSLY!

The devastating tsunamis and massive flooding did not
“just happen.” They were not “just one of those things”
allowed “for some greater purpose being worked out in
their lives..."” as we commonly hear today in the profess-
ing Christian community. Obviously, there was “no higher
purpose” being worked out in the lives of the pre-flood
human race. They were all destroyed. Not ane was lefi
{except for Noah and his immediate family}). The global
destruction was caused by what the human race had done.
They were being punished becawse they would not repent.
The purpose of the food was PENALTY, not “some high-
er pood: " whatever that means, Note that even the wild
life was affected by the wickedness of man!

Was the recent

Tsunami “a day
of reckoning?”

The decision to destroy the human race was a personal
decision by Yahweh himself, made at the highest execu-
tive level of government. This top-level decree was irre-
vocable! Once made, the die was cast, the plan of action
was drawn up, strategies were laid out and
man s diys were mimbered, Yahweh's de-
cision was the strictest of justice.

The Messiah Yahshua, who wilhessed
the days of Noah, reveals more pre-flood
details (remember they did evil continu-
ously), “And as it was in the days of Noe. _.
They did eat [unclean foods? (Lev. 11:3-47), they drank [io
excess, drunkenness?], they married wives [illegal marriages
by remarrying-Deut. 24:4, wife swapping, etc.], they were
given in marriage (gay marriages, etc.) until the day that Noe
ererad into the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them
all” (Luke, 17:27).

Since they did only evil every day, they were breaking
Yahweh's weekly and annual Sabbath days by working
on those days (Gen. 2:1-2; Ex. 20:8-11) and not having a
holy convocation (Lev. 23:1-3) as required. This is a capital
crime (Ex. 31:74; Nurm. 15:33-36).

Remember Yahweh said of the pre-flood generation
“_..the._.imagination, desire and purpose of the thoughts of
his HEART were evil...” (Gen. 6:5). What comes from the
heant? “For owr of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies™
ihdatt 15:149)

Like the Days of Lot:
Sodom and Gomorrah

Another example of great human tragedy is the destruc-
tion of the twin-city Canaanite metropolis of Sodom and
Gomorrah in ancient Syria. The population is estimated to
have been about 100,000 persons.

The Genesis record (Genesis 18 & 19) states thal on a
warm day in late spring Yahweh and two assistants [“an-
gels”; K] visited Abraham living in the plains of Mamre.
One purpose of the visit was 1o inform him that he would
have a son (Gen. 18:14). As the three were about to leave,
Yahweh decided. apparently on the spur of the moment, to
tell Abraham He intended to destroy Sodom and Gomor-
rah. His decision was based on intelligence reports he had
received, ... their sin is very grievous” (Gen, 16:200,

The two assistants left, going on ahead 1o gather first
hand evidence of the actual conditions in Sodom. Abraham
and Yahweh were left alone to discuss the matter (Gen.
18:32). Through a series of give-and-take, Yahweh agreed
that i a total of ren righteons could be found in Sodom,
He would not destroy the city. In this exiremely generous
agreement, the Scriptures appear to imply Yahweh would
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have spared both Sodom and Gomorrah had he
found just fen In Sodom.

Why did Abraham try to whittle the total down
to as few as fen? I is almost certainly because
his nephew Lot (Gen. 12:5) and his immediate
family living in Sodom totaled about that number
(Gen, 19:12,14-15L

Mote too, the heartrending fact that Lot was
uniahle o convince his own sons (Gen. 19:12),
nor at least two of his own daughrers and their
husbands to leave (Gen, 19:14)! Only his wife
and two unmarried davghters left with him (Gen.
19:8, 15}, Is this why Lot's wife wok her fatal
forlom look back at what she had left behind?
Many say she glanced back because she longed
for the ways of “sin” in Sodom. Not likely. After
all, she i leave with Lov. More probable 15 she
simply looked back with longing for at least o
daughters and at least hwo sovs whom she loved
dearly and would never see again. Doubiless too,
tugging at her “heartstrings” was any number of
precious grandchildren whose loving caress she
would never again enjoy.

Sadly, those unconvinced members of Lot™s
immediate family were so siceped in the ways
of Sodom and enmeshed in the cares of this life,
that they would nof reed the warning of what
was about fo happen. Even in the face of immi-
nent danger just hours away and a way of escape
at hand, they refused salvation to the bitter end!

They had witnessed and surely even participat-
ed at some point with Lot in the weekly and an-
nual Sabbath observances (days of unleavened
bread [Gen, 19:3], etc.) yet, perished for their
unbelief, Had they continued to keep Yahweh's
law along with their father Lot, their mother and
two unmarried sisters, the messengers of Yah-
weh who visited Lot would me dowbs have given
them too, a personal warning of the catastrophe
immediately ahead,

Again, from Yahshua who witnessed those
davs, we find “Likewise also as it was in the days
of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they
sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day
that Lot wend oul of Sodom if rained fired and brim-
stone from heaven, and destroped them ALLY (Luke
17:28-249).

Now, why did every man and woman {voung
and old), teenager, toddler, statesman, and der-
elict alike in the houses, streeis and government
hallz of Sodom and Gomorrah meet the same
miserable fate? What was the cause of their bru-
tal fiery death?

Small businesses destroyed by the tsunami are inspected
by curosily seekers. Pholo/Coogle

Indonesian family surveys the wreckage in dishelief, Photo/Coogle

Kata Beach looking North from MomTrio. Photo/jeff Hock
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Yahweh said, .. becawee their sin is VERY GREWI-
- OUS™ (Gen, 18:200. “The men of Sodom were wicked
and sinners before Yahweh exceedingly”™ (Gen, 13:13),
Their sins have become proverbial. The very names
themselves, “Sodom and Gomommah”, are synony-
mous with decadence and depravity of every son
[sodomy, sodomites]. The people of these cities are
used as a warning in many New Testament passages,
Mark 6:11, I Per. 2:6 and Jude 4.7,

WHAT JINS WERE THEY COMMITTING? Ho-
mosexuality was rampant (Gen. 19:5: “.._that we may
rape them [Yahweh's assistants]...;" Moffatt). The inig-
wities of pride, idleness (laziness), neglecting the poor
and needy, haughtiness, and abominations of all soris
were commonplace (Ezk. 16:49)

They broke Yahweh's weekly Sabbath and Holy
Days: .. vexed his righteous soul day alter day [con-
tinwouwsly] with unlwadul deeds” (1 Pet. 2:8). The New
Jernsalern Bible translates this as “.. was outraged...
by the crimes...he saw and heard FVERY DAY." Since
Lot saw crimes and lawlessness EVERY day, this had
to include the weekly Sabbath and annual Holy Days
as well. And, Lot being a righteous man, knew what
were unlawful acts. He was outraged when he saw the
wicked breaking Yahweh's Sabbaths by working on
those Holy Days!

Motice too what the prophet Isaiah recorded. “Hear
the word of Yahweh you rulers of Sodom;...bring no
micre wain ohlation:, . ihe new moons and SABBATHS,

A LS. Navy ship sails off the debris-riddened coast
of Banda Aceh, Sumatra, Indonesia, fan, 74, 2005,
Photaeaman fordon K. Beesley

the callimg of assemblies [their worship timses],.. it s an
infquity, even the solemn meeting. YOUR new moons
amd YOUR appointed feasts MY 5000 MHATES" (lsa.

] . : 110,14, How clear that Yahweh despised their [net
S Y washed inland by ihe Dec !m'b“,- FIg- TRmamy. hix] worship times, their new moon observances, their
Destrection was spread afong hundreds of miles of southeast- ) : y ; A
. . i Sabbath times, etc. He had eyvewiiness testimony of
ern Pacific Ocean coastlimes. Photos/Coogle 1 |
these perverse unrepentant sins of Sodom!

Sodom and Gomorrah had been overrun in the past
by Arioch King of Ellasar of the city of Larsa (Gen.
14:1-2) who worshipped the sun deiry Shamash. It s
likely, therefore, they were involved in sun worship as
are 5o many millions today who worship on SUNDAY?
(The Bible Almanac; Packer, Tenny, White; Thomas MNel-
som Publishers, 1980, p. 1300,

THESE ARE THE REASONS FOR 50D0M'S and
GOMORRAH'S DEMISE. They were destroyed, nol
because of some abstract “higher purpose in their lives
and their relatives” but for the lowdown sins they were
committing! As with the Noachian age, in the age of
Lot the cause of the deaths of thousands in Sodom and
Gomaorrah was their sins, their unrepeniant ways, Yah-

weh personally decreed the penalty for these “crimes
An Acehnese youth walks near debris thrown around by a :Lgninr:r |:|:_r:t|.|n:,." ag:u'm:t His Igf'd:.r .1:1lr\~|:| Righteous Law.
tsunami in the Indonesian city of Banda Aceh on Dec, 28,

Photo/{ REUTERS/Beawiharia)
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The Same Today:
The Cause of the
Recent Tsunami!

Did those people of Noah's day or
Lot's time commilting those crimes
think they were bad, evil, and repul-
sive to Yahweh? It is very doubtful:
“The way of a man is right in his own
eves” [Pre. 21:2). Do people foday,
however wicked they may be, com-
mitting those very same crimes, really
feel they are bad? Mot at all.

Typical of this self-nghteows at-
titude 15 the account of the infamous
murderer, “Two Gun®™ Crowley. When
he was captured in May 1931, he
saw himsell nod as “one of the most
dangerous criminals ever encoun-
tered in the history of New York,” as
descnibed by Police Commissioner
E.P. Mulrooney. Rather, in his own
words he believed, “Under my coat
is 3 weary beart, bBut a kind omeome
that would do nobody any harm.”
When he amived at the execution house
in Sing Sing prison, did he finally ad-
mil the ermor of his murderous ways?
Hardly, He said, *This is what | get for
rrt:-l-l'_'nl;ill'lpI rr'|','3-r_'|l'"' (Mo To Win Friends &
infTuence PFeople, Dale Camegie, p. 4

The pre-fleod races of man were

doing what people do; just like mow,
Thinking evil, plotiing, planning,
dating, marrying, secure in their re-
ligious beliefs. They build, socialize,
make money...oblivious o the dan-
ger ahead just as those who perished
in the recent tsunami.

What were the actions of those un-
fortunate souls who died in the devas-
tation December 26, 20047 Were they
committing the very same sins of those
who perished in the age of Noah and
Lot? Absolutely. The same sins bring
the same penalties. THIS [§ THE
CALSE of the deaths of those who
perished from the 2004 tidal wave in-
undation. They perished in their sins,

“Tlas tsunanm ranks among

Earth's most devastatine

patural calamiiies.”

as did those of an earlier era. Their
land was laid waste because of broken
land sabbaths (Les, 26:32, 34-35).
Few, especially of the religious
community, tell it like it is, but seck
only to whitewash the tree cause of
this terrible tragedy! Living in denial,
they refuse o admit the cause was

sins! It is not denial tha is needed,
but a sober facing up to our personal
responsibility for our actions.

We do a disservice to the world com-

munity and disgrace the tragic losscs
of December 2004 by glossing over
the causes of such calamities. What is
even worse, we sel ourselves up for
future tragedies! How? By avoiding
the necessary repentance of sins, the
cause, we lose the only means of pre-
venting further problems. Unless and
until the causes are mel squarely and
honestly and sins admitted, thers is no
repentance. Without repentance, pen-
alties are incvitable.
We must admif the reality that ac-
tons are followed by consequences.
The truth is that withoul repentance
and forgiveness we are victimized
by our own sins. It is cause and ef-
fect, action-reaction. ..a natural law.
The hard reality is that the isunami
of 2004 was a penally for unrepen-
tant sins! Soft-soaping this fact will
result in continued losses, hearibreak
and tragedy.

It is mod heanless to admit this truth,
Actually, it is hearless not to admit
it, giving people false hope, seducing
them: “.. .they have seduced my people,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no




peace™ (Ezk. 13:100. We must not forget
that peace and TRUTH go together:
“,..For there shall be peace and truth...”
(52, 39:8: also fec 8:19, jer. 33:6)

There is another very important fac-
tor in all this. This is the litle known
fact that those Gentile mations who
were hit by this consuming tidal wave
are now living in the “terrible T0%s!"
That is, they are living in the last 70
years of their prophetic 280 year pe-
ricd of penalties and punishment.
During this intensified fourth 70-year
period of the 280-year period, which
began in the year 1773 A.D., these
and other Gentile nations have contin-
ued to be rocked with devastation and
tragedy.

But are WE as a nation and other
members of the world commumnity not
also steeped in many of those same
wayward sins against Yahweh's Law?
Absolutely! Do people today the
world over commit the high crimes
of Sunday and Friday worship and of
breaking Yahweh's weekly and annual
Sabbaths? Certainly. Do they thumb
their nose at His great Law, teaching
it has been “done away”™" There can be
no doubt! Do they worship God, The
Lord { Loride— the Sun deity), Jesus

(Hafeus — “Leus 15 Savior™), Allah,
Budda? Does Yahweh see this ewil? [f
even the sparrow does not fall withow
His notice (Matt. 10:29), do you think
He 15 ablivious to the gross sins of the
present human race? Hardly!

The Worst is Yet to Come!

The VERY SAME SINS which de-
stroyed those in Noah's day and the
time of Lot, are being flaunted today
on 2 massive scale. Yahweh sees this,
He is not turning a blind eye nor deaf
ear to the dismal state of wickedness
in the present age!

HE IS GOING TO ACT ONCE
AGAIN. . .about this there can be no
dowbt! The recent tsunami was just
the Beginning of sorrows...nel e
emd (Marl, 24:8L Iv is sad fo say, bur
the worst i yef fo comel!

The chilling fact is the decision has
afready been made. Yahweh is now
planning amother GLOBAL correction
of human misbehavior which will be
MOREDESTRUCTIVEthanthe Noa-
chian flood! Imagine that if you can,
Shocking but absolutely true! Notice:

“For then shall be great tribulation,

such as was NOT SINCE THE BEGIM-
NING OF THE WORLD to this time,
no, nor ever shall e (Mat, 24:21)
Mow when is this? At the time of the
end of this age (Matt. 24:3) shortly pri-
of to the second coming of the Mes-
sinh Yahshua.. just afier THE TRUE
GOSPEL IS PREACHED “.__IN ALL
THE WORLLY. ™ (Matt, 24:14),

What did Yahshua say? A GREAT
TRIBULATION WORSE THAN
ANYTHING.. .EVER!! Worse than
the worldwide Noachian flood! Worse
than the fire and brimstone in Lot
day! This mind-wrenching brutal end-
time devastation will eclipse anything
in history!!

What iz it? To find out send for our
booklei: Wormwood: On a Collision
Course With Earth.

Was mot the tsunami in the South
Pacific last December 2004 another
warning shot across the bow of space-
ship Earth for the world to turn back
from its wicked ways? But will we
heed? Will we as a world community
turn in repentance from breaking Yah-
weh’s great immutable Laws of righ-
teousness before we reach the paint
af ne return? - 1CY
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